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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address-- 
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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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1 . S This communication is responsive to papers filed on 3 July 2003 . 

2. S The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-31 . 
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4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
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1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-31 are presented for examination. 

2. Claims 1-31 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner’s statement of reasons for allowance; 

Claims 1-31 of the instant invention are deemed allowable over the prior arts of record. The alignment 
device of the instant invention uses misalignment data as recorded upon positioning processing of the 
substrate to calculate the calibration factors. The' calculation methodology used is novel over the prior 
arts. Furthermore, eccentricity angles and distances are used to determine actual amounts of linear and 
angular misalignments: again, encompassing the novel feature of the calculation process. The limitations 
of independent claims 1 and 20, in combination with the other elements and features of the instant 
invention are not taught, disclosed, or fairly suggested by the prior arts record. Thereby, rendering 
claims 1-31 allowable. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the payment 
of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the Issue fee. Such 
submissions should be clearly labeled “Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance.” 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Sheela Rao whose telephone number is (571) 272-3751. The examiner can nomially be 
reached Monday - Friday from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Leo 
Picard, can be reached on (571) 272-3749. The fax number for the organization where this application 
or any proceeding papers is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAiR or Public PAIR. It should be noted that status infomnation for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
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httD://pair-direct.uspto.qov . Should any questions arise regarding access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center 




Sheela S. Rao 
April 28. 2005 




LEO PICARD 

SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 




